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REFLECTOR

...Open Minds...Open Hearts...Open Doors
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CONFIRMATION YOUTH

Our youth attended confirmation classes led bydPasan at First
Church. They were welcomed into the membership astedf

Sunday. Confirmation refers to the decision a gemnakes to
respond to God's grace with intentional commitmgniblicly

reaffirming his or her baptismal vows before thengregation.
Most confirmands are youth between the ages ofealeand

fourteen, who have been nurtured in the church. irQur
confirmation class, confirmands learn about the mmep of

Christian faith; the history and teachings and TUaited

Methodist Church; and an explanation of the baplsmand

membership vows they will be professing. Youthradieg classes
were Paul McGuire, Jordan Fox, Lauren McGuire, Mah
McGuire, and Gabrielle House.



NEWS FROM THE PASTOR

The church was in full bloom on Easter Sunday. HEhster Lilies
were beautiful, and the live cross was simply am@zi If you
weren’'t at Alexandria First on Easter, let me ekplabout the
living cross. Several weeks ago, | asked MariolKif he would
build a cross for us to use on Holy Thursday arehthgain on
Easter. He's a good guy, so he simply asked theemiions and
builds it.

He brought in cross and made sure it was secutesaid,

“Now what are going to do again?” | explained imhhat on
Holy Thursday all of the folks in the congregatisare going to be
asked to hammer a nail into the cross. It woddleminder that
Jesus died for our sins.
He was curious about how it would work, but he'gsa@d guy, so
he secured the cross to the floor. After the cvess all ready for
Thursday, | asked him to meet me again on Fridegrraion so we
could take the nails out of the cross and put tiieken wire on.
“Chicken wire?” He didn't know what chicken wireadh to do
with Easter and flowers, but he is a good guy and~nday he
showed up with his staple guy and wire cuttersanch He cut
and stapled, and pretty soon the cross was wrappethicken
wire.

It did look a little strange, this 7 foot crosarsding at the
front of the sanctuary all covered in Chicken what he’s a good
guy so he simply said, “I think that will work.”

On Easter Sunday morning, the church looked argazin
The Easter Lilies regally stood at attention ondbsxmunion rails.
Folks in the congregation each had a flower, no¢ suhat they
were to do with them, but nevertheless flowers thay.

George played the prelude, a song of resurrectiBon
Beard sounded his trumpet in proclamation, andcthar lifted
their voices that Jesus was alive. Nancy Steeld tike words of
the women at the tomb and then the hymn began,isCiie Lord
is risen today. . .”

Folks began to come forward and place their flowetke chicken
wire that had so lovingly been stapled to the croBse first folks
who came up could still see the nail marks on thessc of
Thursday night. The folks and the flowers keep iogm | don’t

know how much you know about the Easter hymn “Glthis Lord
is risen today. . .” but it is seven verses. Realseven.

By the time the congregation has sung it througtinizs, (that
would be 14 verses), all were back in their seatd, the cross was
covered in flowers. It was breath taking. Madaid “that cross
idea really worked.”

Oh, and did | mention that 4 youth gave theirdite Christ
and joined the church? The church was full of mugy and
flowers celebrating that Jesus is alive. Thassnhing really did
work for “He is Risen, He is Risen indeed”



PRAYER REQUESTS

Please help us keep our prayer list updated of
any changes, additions or names that might
need to be removed. Contact the Pastor or

church office.

Condolencesito Adrienne Owen and family upon the recent death
of Dr. Fred Owen

Current Request®elores Swaim, Mike Robbins

Ongoing RequestfRose Loy (mother of Leslie Richardson), Kaye
Cox, Emily Owens, Dan Campbell (brother of Irenenpaell),

Brent Bridwell

Battling CancerHeather Beardsley (friend of Vickie Griffin),
Marvin Davis, JoAnne Thomas

Shut-ins:Irene Campbell (Summitville Convalescent Center);
Hazel (Hanlin) Glentzer (Alexandria Care Center)

Service PersonnelPray for peace, pray for military personnel

The Lunch Bunch invites all Methodist members arehfis to
join them at their monthly luncheon outings. We $ugich around to
different restaurants for fun, food and friendlyngersation. We meet
the third Thursday of each month. This month we méet and eat at
the Elwood Country Club May eround noon. If you need a ride
call Sally Cuneo.

We are fortunate to work with a few other churcimesreating a
successful VBS for local children. It all requia®operation and many
working hands. If you can be of assistance in dngatome of your
time please contact Jaime Ellis. Vacation Bibledathvill be July 24-
28 at the Lutheran Church this year.

The Missions Committee is collecting pop tabs ftbmtops of
soda cans or canned goods. You may place thena ipldistic jug
located near the main entrance.

Don't forget to give to ERF. The Alexandria EmerggRelief
Fund serves many families each month and theik stepletes
quickly. Did you know that the ERF can purchaseearsupplies on the
dollar with your monetary donation? Make it a habitlonate.

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT MOTHERS...

Mother's are very special, so
special that they are mentioned in
the Bible. Since the Bible is like
an instruction manual for us, it
gives us instructions on how to
treat our mother. Mothers’ Day is
May 8" this year.

Gen 3:20Adam named his wife
Eve, because she would become
the mother of all the living.
Exo 20:12"Honor your father and
your mother, so that you may live
long in the land the LORD your
God is giving you.
Lev 19:3"Each of you must respect his mother and fathred,y@u
must observe my Sabbaths. | am the LORD your God.
Deu 5:16"Honor your father and your mother, as the LORDryou
God has commanded you, so that you may live louigtlaat it may
go well with you in the land the LORD your God isigg you.
2 Ki 4:30 But the child's mother said, "As surely as the LORBs
and as you live, | will not leave you." So he gptand followed her.
Prov 10:1 The proverbs of Solomon: A wise son brings jopit
father, but a foolish son grief to his mother.
Isa 66:13As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfodw and
you will be comforted over Jerusalem.”
Ezek 16:44Everyone who quotes proverbs will quote this prove
about you: "Like mother, like daughter.”
Luke 1:43 But why am | so favored, that the mother of myd_or
should come to me?
Luke 2:51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was
obedient to them. But his mother treasured allghbmgs in her
heart.
John 19:26-27When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple
whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his motBear woman,
here is your son,"” and to the disciple, "Here isrymother." From
that time on, this disciple took her into his home.



Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship
11:00 a.m.

Birthdays!!
1 Betty Follis
3 Jill Haggerty
4 Traci Lane
5 Diana Cooper
10 Eleanor Wilson
15 Amber Petty
17 Shelby Thomas
17 Bill Townsend
21 Emily Owen
26 Norma Smith

Thank you to all who shocked 1
with a surprise birthday party. |
was cunningly lured to a
classroom where many friendly|
faces welcomed me with cards
cake, punch and flowers. I'm st
smiling from that warm fuzzy

feeling. Thank you for making
part of your church family. It was

the big 6-0!- Karese Osborne

Anniversaries!!
8 Ken & Debbie Fox

27 Barney & Kandi Alexands
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Sunday | Monday Tuesday Wedngsddnursday Friday | Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Trustees Congregational Alcoholics
3:00 pm Care 9:00 am Anonymous
8:00 pm
Missions
Committee 1:30 pm
Choir 6:00 pm
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Mother’s Day Administrative Choir 6:00 pm Alcoholics
Board 6:30 pm Anonymous
8:00 pm
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
After Worship Choir 6:00 pm Lunch Bunch Alcoholics
Fellowship meet at Anonymous
Elwood Country | 8:00 pm
e Club 12:00 pm
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
[ Choir 6:00 pm Alcoholics
Anonymous
e 8:00 pm
D
29 30 31
Memorial Day
1 Plan ahead:

For your calendar events to be included in the next
newsletter, turn them in by the®16f each month.







